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Roosevelt's New Presidential Deal

   The reactions to the Great Depression of Herbert Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt were quite different .  This is largely owing to their differing views on the government’s role in society.  Hoover was more a proponent of laissez-faire government, allowing the market to correct for the problems encountered in our country’s economy.  Roosevelt, however, was more of a progressive who saw the reality that the government must act as a safety net during such troubling times, whatever one thought of expanding the role of government, what was an economic crisis had turned into a humanitarian crisis.  Another difference between the two was stylistic.  Hoover was a far more passive figure and Roosevelt was both dynamic and charismatic.  Hoover did try some of the same things as Roosevelt, but the ways he went about them demonstrated their significant differences.  Indeed, Roosevelt’s strong hand and broad reaching ideas did a great deal to alter the country’s perception of the presidency in ways that remain today.
    The material differences between these two presidents were fairly pronounced.  Hoover was largely against government regulation on business, preferring to encourage business leaders to come to the table to voluntarily cooperate in measures meant to alleviate the poverty and alarming unemployment, but Franklin Roosevelt saw the need for regulation of business.  Hoover did invest some in public works projects, but eventually resisted further government spending to try to relieve the depression.  Roosevelt saw civic projects as necessary job creators and spent an unprecedented amount of government money on infrastructure and other civil projects that virtually remade the face of our country, such as the CCC and their work on the national parks or projects like the Tennessee Valley Authority that established the infrastructure for a modern America.  Where Roosevelt passed laws that allowed for parity for farmers through subsidies to leave land fallow, Hoover tried to use tariffs on foreign goods to raise the prices of farm goods.  This move was far more protectionist than Roosevelt’s and something that did not involve the government spending its money.
    Perhaps more pronounced than the policy differences were the stylistic differences of the two men.  Hoover seemed to react to crises as they arose where Roosevelt entered office as a dynamic leader.  Where Hoover had avoided regulation in favor of voluntary cooperation until the crisis was out of hand, two days into office, Roosevelt closed the banks in order to take action to try to stabilize and reorganize them to help weather the storm.  In the first week he was in office, Roosevelt had passed the Economy Act.  Furthermore, Hoover was a glum figure and Roosevelt was genial.  Roosevelt’s fireside chats on the radio were a comforting presence to the citizenry during dark times.  Roosevelt passed a number of regulations on the stock market, banks, in farming and for banks.  And when Roosevelt experienced resistance from the courts or the congress, he took bold action, pushing through his ideas with such stunts as threatening to stack the Supreme court with sympathetic judges when the conservative justices threatened to overturn his policies.
The greatest implications of these differences of Roosevelt presidency were in the perception of the people.  He brought an unprecedented level of attention and responsibility to the presidency, and to this day the country looks to the president for an annual budget and to take action in the face of national crises. 

